Desertification Fact Sheet
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Desertification Definition: 
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     Describe the distribution of areas vulnerable to desertification shown on the map above
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What are the general economic characteristics of the majority of countries shown as vulnerable? Name 
some examples and some exceptions
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Causes of Desertification
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Are the causes of desertification mainly human or physical? Write a brief summary taking into account the relative contributions of the factors above.
Desertification – Case Study: The African Sahel

Use the maps below to describe the location of the Sahel: 



Climate of the Sahel: The figure to the right shows the 
Average climate for Ouagadougou. To what extent do 

you think that climate affects desertification in the Sahel?
Climate for Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso
Land use: The graph to he left shows the area of land used for growing crops in the Sahel from 1960-2010. How can this data be linked to desertification?

Area of land used for crops in the Sahel (above)
Areas of global tension and conflict (below)

Is there any link between conflict and desertification?

Sahel Information hunt: In this room are hundreds of books packed with information. Check through them to find out more information regarding desertification in the Sahel not covered above. Be ready to share your findings!
